


• Curated award-winning museum exhibits
• Helped create the archives of the Rock n’ Roll Hall of Fame
• Lived in Dominican Republic working at a Jewish museum
• Worked at the Library of Congress for seven years
• Founding Director of Lepage Center for History in the Public Interest
• Two diplomatic exchanges in Europe with U.S. Department of State
• Created History Club on Clubhouse, 100K+ members
• First cryptocurrency devoted to History
• Global Fellow at The Wilson Center
• Author, History, Disrupted: How Social Media & the World Wide Web Have Changed the Past
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THERE’S A BOOK HERE… 🤔 







+MANY MORE





“Pop culture, social media, and the news media play an 
increasingly larger role in influencing public thinking about the 
past.” 

-Frameworks Institute Report, 2020



e-history
e-books

e-commerce



Source: History, Disrupted: How Social Media and the World Wide Web Have Changed the Past

e-history [are] discrete media products 
that package an element, or elements, of 
the past for consumption on the social 
Web, and which try to leverage the 
social Web in order to gain visibility. 

Examples of e-history include history 
YouTube videos, history Twitter threads, 
history Instagram posts, history 
podcasts, and history Wikipedia pages. 
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Source: History, Disrupted: How Social Media and the World Wide Web Have Changed the Past

Today there are millions of e-history 
videos, blogs, memes, podcasts, social 
media accounts and 
historically-informed news articles on 
the Web competing for our attention, 
advancing political and commercial 
agendas, and actively re-shaping what 
we know about the past. 



Source: History, Disrupted: How Social Media and the World Wide Web Have Changed the Past

Some amass millions of views; others 
are barely seen. Some are accurate; some 
are not. Some are created by 
professional historians and informed by 
scholarship; others are made by 
journalists, history enthusiasts, 
teenagers, hobbyists, white 
supremacists, conspiracy theorists and 
foreign disinformation agents. It can 
often be difficult to determine which 
e-history is created by whom. 



Source: History, Disrupted: How Social Media and the World Wide Web Have Changed the Past

The sum effect has been the creation of a 
vast and expansive e-history universe 
over the past two decades that it is now 
as large—or larger—as any category of 
content on the Web. The social Web 
plays an enormous role in shaping the 
histories we encounter. 



Why does e-history exist? 🤔



Source: History, Disrupted: How Social Media and the World Wide Web Have Changed the Past

e-history solves a problem, namely how 
do you transpose the study of history 
into the Web and social media? The 
problem exists because, at heart, the 
values that underpin the professional 
discipline of history are at odds with the 
values that underpin the social Web. 



Source: History, Disrupted: How Social Media and the World Wide Web Have Changed the Past

Professional history is an expert-centric, 
always-evolving intellectual pursuit that 
is time-consuming and rests on its 
intrinsic value. The social Web is a 
user-centric, data-driven commercial 
enterprise that is instantly-gratifying 
and privileges extrinsic value. That clash 
creates the conditions for e-history to 
emerge.



• Expert centric
• Always evolving intellectual pursuit
• Time consuming
• Intrinsically valuable

• User centric
• Data driven commercial enterprise
• Instantly gratifying
• Extrinsically valuable

Square peg

Round hole

e-history



Why do we see some e-history and not others? 🤔



Source: History, Disrupted: How Social Media and the World Wide Web Have Changed the Past

e-history that adheres to, and aligns 
with, the values of the social Web stand 
a greater chance at visibility than the 
e-history that do not. 



Source: History, Disrupted: How Social Media and the World Wide Web Have Changed the Past

The most visible and influential 
e-history tend to mirror the values of the 
Web itself. 





7 mechanisms by which e-history become visible

• Crowd-sourced past
• Nostalgia on demand
• The Viral Past
• The Visual Past

• The Newsworthy Past
• The Storytelling Past
• History. AI



7 mechanisms by which e-history become visible

• Crowd-sourced past
• Wikipedia, Reddit, Quora

• Nostalgia on demand
• Facebook, Timehop, #OTD

• The Viral Past
• @HistoryinPics, #Twitterstorians

• The Visual Past
• History Cool Kids, memes

• The Newsworthy Past
• 1619, anniversaries, headlines

• The Storytelling Past
• Podcasts, unknown, discovered

• History. AI
• Semantic Web, smart devices, automation



Crowd-sourced past



Nostalgia on demand



The Viral Past



The Visual Past



The Newsworthy Past



The Storytelling Past



History.AI



Does this mean we know history any better? 🤔



Source: History, Disrupted: How Social Media and the World Wide Web Have Changed the Past

This proliferation of information about 
the past online does not equate to a 
better understanding of history, 
however. The fragmentary nature of 
e-history of widely-varying quality and 
agendas, with no uniform ethics or 
standards, compels individuals to try 
and derive meaning from simplistic, 
controversial, pseudo-academic and 
conspiratorial sources intermixed with 
scholarly and journalistic ones.



Source: History, Disrupted: How Social Media and the World Wide Web Have Changed the Past

The chief result has been not a more 
sophisticated understanding of the 
past… but rather the embedding of the 
values of the social Web deeper into our 
lives…



• Expert centric
• Always evolving intellectual pursuit
• Time consuming
• Intrinsically valuable

• User centric
• Data driven commercial enterprise
• Instantly gratifying
• Extrinsically valuable

What we 
understood 

history to be in 
the past

e-history

How we think 
about history 

now



• Expert centric
• Always evolving intellectual pursuit
• Time consuming
• Intrinsically valuable

• User centric
• Data driven commercial enterprise
• Instantly gratifying
• Extrinsically valuable

e-history

Not considered to 
be publicly valued 

information; 
underfunded and 
under-supported

Considered valuable 
for how it can be put 
into service to other 

agendas, be they 
commercial, political or 

personal



Source: History, Disrupted: How Social Media and the World Wide Web Have Changed the Past

e-history has changed the very definition 
of history right before our very eyes…



Where do we go from here?



For more:
 

jasonsteinhauer.com

jasonsteinhauer.substack.com

historycommunication.com



How can you 
support?

Read
Review

Post 
Share

Interview
Host

Contribute
Collaborate



Thank you!


