
Impact of AI 
on 

State and Government

Digital Humanism Summer School 2023
Sept 2023

Paul Timmers

KU Leuven, Oxford University, European University Cyprus, iivii 

paul.timmers@iivii.eu

mailto:Paul.timmers@iivii.eu


Outline

1. Examples

2. Sovereignty

3. The state and citizens

4. The state in the world

5. Challenges

2



Examples
AI and the state
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FT, 30.8.23



States and Sovereignty
International Relations 101
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What is sovereignty of the state?
- territorial – institutional – foundational -

‘Territorial’ : ‘what belongs to us’

• territory, natural and digital resources, values, culture, people

‘Institutional’ : ‘how is the state organized’

• trias politica, constitution, treaties, …

‘Power’ or foundational: ‘who has the power’ and authority 

• internal legitimacy between state and citizens

• external legitimacy between state and foreign states

6Sources: Adler-Nissen (2008), Biersteker (2012), Bickerton (2022)



Sovereignty
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Picture: Armistice. (2022, August 19). In Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armistice
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International relations theories

• Realist

Anarchy of states, security dilemma, state of war is ‘natural’, hegemons

• Liberalist

There is more than states, cooperation is possible 

• Constructivist

‘It depends’ on human nature, identity, meaning, relations, socialization

• Others 

Mercantilism, Historic Materialism/Marxism, …

• More…

International Law, theories of power, …
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Why is sovereignty so much a concern today?
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Defending sovereignty 
by 

Building strategic autonomy

• Strategic autonomy is the Control, Capabilities and Capacities (C3) to 
decide and act on essential aspects of economy, society and democracy

• How to build or strengthen strategic autonomy?
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Strategic autonomy - How?
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Sources: Timmers (2019)



Defending sovereignty 
by means of

Strategic Autonomy

• Strategic autonomy is driving foreign, defence, security, industrial, 
trade, market and other policies

• USA: Chips & Science Act, Inflation Reduction Act, export restrictions

• EU: Chips Act, Digital Markets Act, Critical Raw Materials Act, Economic Security

• China: Semiconductors, AI, Batteries, … 
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State, Citizens and AI
The internal dimension of sovereignty in the age of AI
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‘The government and you’
- internal legitimacy in the age of AI -

• National assets ~ ‘data is ours’

• Public services, AI-enabled government 

• Justice

• Democracy

• Public order and internal security

• Hard and soft infrastructures of economy, society, democracy

• Critical infrastructures like water, energy, transport, …

• Education, functioning of markets, environment, …
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AI and Government
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Picture sources: Tweede Kamer, WWCSC, Der Standard, Deutsche Telekom, NSCAI, FT
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AI deployment vs service functions
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Figure 2 Most commonly adopted AI use cases (McKinsey)



AI and Government
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Picture sources: Tweede Kamer, WWCSC, Der Standard, Deutsche Telekom, NSCAI, FT; Waller/Timmers Controversial Classifiers
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FT, 30.8.23

AINews, 30.8.23



How to do AI in government in a good way, 
and not endanger internal legitimacy?
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Framing AI and Government as a case of 
Social and Technological Construction
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Code = Law

‘Hacking’ the law

Human

Social
construction

Technological
construction

Technology is not 
neutral

Sources: Berger & Luckmann (1966), Lessig (200), Cohen (2017), De Filipi (2019), Timmers in Perspectives on Digital Humanism (2022) ; Edward Lee, Coevolution (2020)

Incompatible AI



Responsible AI in Government
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The international system of states, 
and AI
The external dimension of sovereignty in the age of AI
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International relations and AI

• Diplomacy & Intelligence

• Defense / Military

• International Governance

• Power
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AI for Diplomacy and Intelligence
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CICERO AI makes a commitment that 
it never intended to keep. 

Playing as France, CICERO conspired 
with Germany to trick England. 

After deciding with Germany to 
invade the North Sea, CICERO told 
England that it would defend England 
if anyone invaded the North Sea. 

Once England was convinced that 
France was protecting the North Sea, 
CICERO reported back to Germany 
that they were ready to attack.

6 June 2023

“Tell me what you don’t know.”



AI & military / defense
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26.3.20

6.9.23

Autonomous hypersonic weapons
https://www.osti.gov/servlets/purl/1465637



International Governance of AI
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EU AI Act
EU Action Plan

AI Bill of Rights Blueprint
NIST Risk Assessment F/W

Pro-innovation approach to AI regulation
(consultation)

Regulation on Recommender Algorithms
Measures to Regulate Generative AI (draft)

• OECD AI Principles
• G20 AI Guidelines
• UNESCO Recommendation on AI Ethics
• CoE AI Convention (prep)

G7 Hiroshima Communique

EU-US Trade & Technology Council



AI & Good Global Governance
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Foreign Policy, 20.6.23

UNDP 6.6.23



Power of Computing
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Power of Private Sector
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Center for AI Safety newsletter 29 Aug 2023



Deploying hard and soft geopolitical power 
with AI techno-industrial ecosystems
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Hard and Soft Power
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Structure of the network → political power

Sources: Adam Simpson, NYT 18.7.13 (panopticon), FT 1.9.23 

pantopticon choke point

FT, 10.6.23



Digital Humanism and shaping 
sovereignty in the age of AI
Old questions revisited, New challenges arising
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A scientific, educational, and advocacy living lab 
for humanism in the age of AI

Ethical AI to strengthen legitimacy
Human-Techno-Social by design

Citizen – State ’contract’
Techno-optimist, Techno-pessimists, 
‘It depends’
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Democracy in the world
When geopolitics and bigtech win, 
democracy loses

International techno-politics
Emerging scientific discipline

AI for peace
AI that is hard to weaponize, 
interoperable, decentralized, 
distributed, inclusive



Time to discuss…

Credits: David Sipress, https://www.davidsipress.com/cartoons; McNamee, New Yorker, 2017

https://www.davidsipress.com/cartoons
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